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no reason why you shouldn't have an objective, so long as you keep it in its place and feel that you can take liberties with it if you want to. You end by blending the two things - even in the course of a walk that you have to take whether you like it or not. Rather like a musician who improvises upon request. Another point is that you mustn't let the familiarity that you acquire with places make a slave of you. Even through the neighbourhoods that I know best, my walks still mean surprises to me. It's improvisation, as I was just saying. I have no regular itineraries. Or, rather, they are itineraries that are always fresh, always capable of being changed. You see all these people ? "
" Yes."
" Probably there's not one of them who is not at this very moment following an itinerary personal to himself; or one of his itineraries, for everybody has several. Just think of that: the continuousness of the lines they trace. For that matter, it's very impressive; in fact, it's very fine. But it's not a bad thing that from time to time there should come along a man not bound by any personal itinerary. Like the good swimmer in Baudelaire, * who swoons upon the waves/ "
" Do you spend a lot of time, yourself, in walks of this kind?"
" Yes, a good deal, one way and another. Not so much as I should like. One must make the best of it. In the Paris that's coming, who knows whether it will still be possible ? "
" You seem to attach a certain amount of importance to it, eh?"
Jallez smiled before he replied :
" Yes, I do."
" Do you just treat it as a pastime ... or is it	? "
"Or is it what?"
" I don't know - a deeper interest ? "
« Yes, if you like."
" But of what kind ? "
" Do you really need things explained to you as much as all that ? "

